
ALASKA TIMBER JOBS TASK FORCE – FINAL MEETING NOTES
Meeting #6 – Web Meeting
October 28, 2011

Present:   Bryce Dahlstrom, Owen Graham, Nicole Grewe, Chris Maisch, Kyle Moselle, Elaine Price, Randy Ruaro, Doug Vincent-Lang
Absent:  Brad Cox, Ruth Monahan
Notes from September 9 web conference: approved with one correction to attendance.

Tongass timber sales report – Owen Graham.  (see handouts)
· The USFS is only expecting to offer 10 MMBF of timber in the next 12 months; half of that volume is in litigation.
· The Big Thorne and Tonka sales could be speeded up.  The Task Force agreed that the state should contact the USFS to identify specify ways to accelerate these sales and formally request that the USFS do so.  Possible items include speeding up the RODs, offering the sales immediately after the ROD is issued, and shortening the USFS response time following appeals.  
· The Tonka sale also needs state tidelands and waste discharge permits.
· DOF is working to offer additional timber sales to help bridge the 2012 gap in USFS offerings.  State sale volumes are limited by the allowable cut – the state can increase the sale volume for a year or two, but would then have to decrease sale amounts so that the total offering in a 10-year period is within the 10-year allowable cut.  The 2011 additions to the SE State Forest increased the state allowable cut from about 8 MMBF to the current 12 MMBF.
· The material from Graham will be submitted as the first quarterly report Tongass sales along with information on the state “bridge timber” effort and a recommendation to the Governor to request acceleration of Tonka and Big Thorne.
Wood products report – Nicole Grewe.  (see handout)
· DCCED compiled a database of all wood-related business licensees.  They identified 451 licensees; unlicensed businesses could increase this list by about 20%.  About 150 of the listed businesses are in Southeast.
· Grewe and other DCCED staff will interview all the SE wood businesses to identify current and potential wood use and associated employment.  Questions will assess what portion of each business’s current capacity is in use, and how much more they could use if timber supply increased.  Grewe will summarize the information for the Dec. 2 Task Force meeting.
· After reviewing the initial demand report, the Task Force will discuss whether additional information is needed, and how to acquire it.

Public comment – There was no public comment.
Assignments/Agreements








· Maisch will provide notes on a state request to the USFS on an accelerated timeframe for 2012 sales, and on state “bridge timber” sales; Freeman will incorporate them into the first quarterly report on potential timber sales.

· Freeman will submit the initial forest products and Tongass sales report to the Governor

· Maisch will send Grewe prior lists of known wood businesses, and will poll DOF Area Foresters for information on businesses in their areas.

· Grewe will send the draft interview instrument to the demand/products subcommittee and conduct interviews with wood businesses

· Grewe will draft the Initial demand report by November 30, 2011.  

· The State Land Acquisition Subcommittee will include consideration of proposals by Rep. Don Young and others for a 1.5 million-acre state forest in Southeast Alaska.

· Slenkamp will report to the State Land Acquisition Subcommittee on recent USFS training on federal land acquisition and disposal.

Set next meeting date and agenda:  December 1-2, 2011 -- Fairbanks

· Subcommittee reports
· Wood demand report updates (Grewe)
· Briefing on USDA Transition Framework and investment strategy (Grewe)
· Secure Rural Schools legislation (Graham)
· Northern Region overview/status
· Field trip to Superior Pellets, Delta School, Dry Creek
Handouts
Agenda

Minutes

Contacts

Region II-III update

Gate process chart

Gate and NEPA information Powerpoint

List of websites related to USFS planning

Letter from Sen. Begich to USFS Chief Tom Tidwell on Roadless Rule, Oct. 7, 2011

Chart of potential state lands for exchange with federal managers
NASF resolution 2011-2 , Landscape-scale forest management in the vicinity of federal lands, Sept. 2, 2011

Other attendees
Zia Brucaya, Sitka Conservation Society

Marty Freeman, DNR Division of Forestry

Paul Slenkamp, Alaska Mental Health Trust

Pat Palkovic, DNR Division of Forestry

Russell Stigall, Juneau Empire

Helen Traylor, AIDEA Biomass Program

Austin Williams,The Wilderness Society

George Woodbury, Alaska Forest Association
Shelly Wright, Southeast Conference
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