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Background.  The Alaska Forest Resources and Practices Act (FRPA, AS 41.17) governs how commercial timber harvesting, reforestation, and timber access occur on state, private, and municipal land.  Forest management standards on federal land must also meet or exceed the standards for state land established by the Act. The FRPA was originally adopted in 1978.  Major revisions were adopted in 1990 to address riparian management on private land, enhance notification procedures for timber operations, reorganize the Board of Forestry, and establish enforcement procedures.  Since 1990, the Act has been amended to update the riparian management standards for each region, the reforestation standards for Regions II and III, and the mass wasting regulations statewide.  
Purpose.  The Act balances economic concerns for the timber industry with water quality and habitat protection needs.  It protects fish habitat and water quality, ensures prompt reforestation, and helps the timber and fishing industries provide long-term jobs.  This framework provides certainty and credibility for landowners, operators, and the public.
Key provisions.  The Act: 

· Establishes a process for landowners to notify the state before beginning commercial timber operations.  This is not a permit process.  Tight timeframes are set for agency review of notifications, and timber operations can proceed if the agencies do not respond within the set time frame.
· Sets standards for forest management along waterbodies, including buffers, and provides flexibility to harvest valuable trees within buffers when it can be done without harming fish habitat or water quality.  Harvest within buffers requires agency approval.  Buffers are tailored to the conditions in each region.
· Sets standards to prevent erosion from roads and harvest areas into waterbodies.

· Requires reforestation except where land will be converted to another use, or where the harvest area is significantly composed of dead or dying trees.

· Provides one-stop shopping for forest operation compliance with state and federal clean water standards.
· Authorizes DOF to enforce the Act through inspections, directives, stop work orders, and civil fines.
· Establishes roles for DEC and ADF&G to ensure protection of water quality and fish habitat.

· Establishes the Board of Forestry and the State Forest system.
Best management practices (BMPs).  Since 1993, FRPA regulations adopted under 11 AAC 95 have established BMPs for road construction and maintenance, timber harvesting, and reforestation.  These standards prevent adverse impacts to fish habitat and water quality from timber operations and provide sustainable timber resources.  
Regions and applicability.  Alaska is divided into three forest practices regions.  Region I covers coastal forests from Southeast Alaska through Prince William Sound, the eastern Kenai Peninsula, the Kodiak Archipelago, and parts of the Alaska Peninsula.  Region II is the boreal forest south of the Alaska Range.   Region III is the boreal forest in Interior Alaska.  

Operations must comply with the FRPA if they are larger than 10 acres in Region I or larger than 40 acres in Region II.  In Region III, it applies to operations larger than 40 acres for forest landowners that own more than 160 acres in total.  All commercial harvest operations that encompass or border surface waters or a riparian area also must comply with the Act, regardless of their size.
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