History of Alaska Forest Resources & Practices Act:  AS 41.17
May 2013

	Year
	Section 
	Summary
	Source

	1978
	All except as noted in summary
	First adoption of Alaska Forest Resources & Practices Act (all sections except civil immunity (.081), Control of infestations and disease (.082), Clearing for non-timber purposes (.083), variations (.087), Interagency coordination (.098), riparian areas (.115-.119), enforcement procedures (.125, .136, .138)State Forests (.200-.230, .400, .500), Reforestation Fund (.300-.320), and wildlife habitat on private land (.910)
	§1 ch 108 SLA 1978
Note: Many of the original sections were later renumbered and reorganized (e.g., .080(b) became .085(a))
CSSSSB 59 (RLA) amH



	1981
	.020
	Changed establishment of DOF from “shall” to “may”; updated name from “Division of Forest, Land, and Water Management” (DFLWM) to “Division of Forestry” (DOF)
	§42 ch 113 SLA 1981
SCSCSHB 31(Fin)amS(amFCC)

	1982
	.041
	Updated name from DFLWM to DOF
	§§87-88 ch 59 SLA 1982 -Revisor’s bill 
CSHB 591 (Jud) am 

	
	.950
	
	

	1983
	.020
	Reorganized/renumbered
	§§1-6 ch 91 SLA 1983

HCSCSSB108 (RLS) AMH

Introduced by Sen. Fahrenkamp; co-sponsors Fischer, Sturgulewski, Eliason, Josephson, and Ziegler

	
	.200
	New sections adopted establishing the State Forest system, including purposes, management, and planning
	

	
	.210
	
	

	
	.220
	
	

	
	.230
	
	

	
	.300
	New sections adopted establishing state land reforestation fund and reporting requirements
	

	
	.310
	
	

	
	.320
	
	

	
	.400
	New section adopted establishing the Tanana  Valley State Forest
	

	1984
	.070
	Repealed subsections .070(c) and (d) and .090(j) which dealt with reports that were due in 1980
	§§108-109 ch 6 SLA 1984 
Revisor’s bill HCSCSSB133(JUD)

	
	.090
	
	

	1988
	.043
	Deleted reference to initial Board of Forestry appointments
	§§ 32-34, 43 ch 85 SLA 1988 
Revisor’s bill 
HCS CSSB 413

	
	.400
	· Deleted requirement to submit the initial TVSF Management Plan to legislature for approval.
· Authorized DNR to establish transportation corridors in the TVSF
	

	
	.950
	Deleted definitions of “commissioner” and “department”
	

	1990
	.010
	Amended to make FRPA the standard for forest operations 

· On all lands to comply with state water quality standards and the federal Clean Water Act
· On all lands to comply with fish habitat protection standards other than AS 16.05.840 [fish passage, now .841) and .870 (anadromous waters, now .871]
	§§2-37ch 34 SLA 1990 

Developed by public-private Alaska Forest Practices Review Steering Committee and its working groups.  Introduced at the request of Governor Cowper
SCS CSHB 331(Fin)

	
	.041
	· Reorganized the Board of Forestry from 14 to 9; dropped seats from USFS, AK Coastal Management Council, unions, and public-at-large, added recreation seat, consolidated Native corp. seats from four to one, and assigned remaining seats to general categories rather than specific organizations.
· Eliminated nomination process for Board members
· Authorized alternates.
· Set rules for quorum and affirmative votes.

· Assigned DOF as staff to Board with ADF&G and DEC providing technical input.
	

	
	.047
	· Reworded powers and duties of the Board

· Added annual survey of research needs
· Added coordination of monitoring, annual BOF report to the legislature and governor, and annual agency reports

· Specified that Board holds hearings and takes public testimony annually in each region
	

	
	.055
	Removed reference to developing a DNR-DEC cooperative agreement for developing regulations for nonpoint source pollution control
	

	
	.060
	· Added (b)(5) re avoidance of significant adverse effects of erosion and mass wasting on water quality and fish habitat to the standards for state/municipal/private land.
· Deleted “where economically practicable” in intro to (c)(6) and changed “may” to “shall” in allowance to scenic quality on state and other public land

· Added (c)(7) making allowance for important fish and wildlife habitat on state and other public land
	

	
	.070
	Revamped DOF record-keeping, requiring DOF to compile records of all enforcement actions, hearings, and appeals; changed report from biennial report to legislature to annual report to Board
	

	
	.080
	· Expanded the list of regulations authorized to include roading, log transfer/sorting/storage, salvage logging, and vegetative management.

· Added .080(b) requiring DNR to adopt regulations for DPOs

· Required regulations to “make appropriate distinctions” between public and private land.
	

	
	.082
	New section adopted:  Control of Infestations and disease
	

	
	.083
	New section adopted:  Clearing of forest land for non-timber purposes
	

	
	.087
	New section adopted:  Variations from requirements
	

	
	.090
	Amended section on DPOs updating review procedures, inspection rules, and time frames
	

	
	.098
	New section adopted:  Interagency coordination and re-evaluation; includes due deference and elevation procedures
	

	
	.115
	New sections adopted on purposes and management of riparian areas; established specific riparian standards on all land ownerships for Region I, and direction to adopt riparian management regulations for Regions II and III.  Buffers were required on Type A waters on private land in Region I and on anadromous and high-value resident fish waters on state and other public land.
	

	
	.116
	
	

	
	.118
	
	

	
	.119
	
	

	
	.125
	New section adopted:  Enforcement coordination – state agencies with FRPA authorities shall establish and comply with a uniform enforcement strategy.
	

	
	.131
	Amendments moved directives, stop work orders, and hearings to separate sections and 

· Added a class A misdemeanor for criminal negligence

· Made each day that a violation occurs a separate violation

· Changed appointment of hearing officers from Attorney General to DNR Commissioner

· Deleted requirements to hold hearing close to the violation site and to record testimony; permitted teleconferencing
	

	
	.136
	
	

	
	.138
	
	

	
	.139
	
	

	
	.143
	Amendments

· Defined final agency actions that may be appealed to superior court
· Allowed requests for reconsideration of hearing officer decisions, and authorize commissioner to stay or modify directives or stop work orders  pending review

· Prohibits appeals of decisions or failures to act regarding timber operation compliance with FRPA except for alleged violations of constitutional rights, or challenges to standards that don’t attempt to stay or modify a private forest operation.
	

	
	.210
	· Updated citations for statute references
· Deleted (b) which stated that a State Forest shall be retained in state ownership.
	

	
	.230
	Repealed (e) and (f) which listed uses to be considered in state forest management plans replaced them with a requirement to consider uses listed under Forest Land Use Plans (AS 38.05.112(d)), which list uses to be considered and require findings of incompatibility for conflicts among these uses
	

	
	.400
	· Changed citation regarding state forest uses in (c) from .230(e) to AS 38.05.112(c) [FLUPs]
	

	
	.900
	· Updates standards for federal land to reflect new riparian standards and ACMP
· Added (e) establishing FRPA as the ACMP forest management standards for private land

· Added (f) clarifying relationship of FRPA to Native corporation ANCSA rights and to ADF&G Title 16 authority
	

	
	.910
	New section adopted:  Wildlife habitat on private land
	

	
	.950


	Added definitions for:  “other public land”, “riparian area”, and “Type A”, “Type B”, and “Type C” waterbodies
	

	1995
	.047
	Amended section requiring that the Board notify the Legislature when the annual FRPA report to the Governor is available
	§75-76 ch 21 SLA 1995

Introduced by Rep. Davis w/12 co-sponsors

HB 173

	
	.320
	Amended section to require that DNR notify the Legislature when the annual report on the reforestation fund is available
	

	1996
	.090
	Amended to clarify that DPOs apply to private land, municipal land, and state land not managed by DOF
	§§6-11 ch 122 SLA 1996
SCS CSHB 212

Introduced by House State Affairs committee

	
	.200
	· Amended to emphasize multiple use management that provides for timber in the purpose of State Forests, and to limit restrictions on public use of State Forest land.  
· The requirement for findings of incompatibility for conflicting uses identified in State Forest management plans were moved back to .230(a)
	

	
	.210
	
	

	
	.230
	
	

	
	.400
	Added objective to manage wildlife for human use in TVSF
	

	1998
	.020
	Amended (b) to 

· require the commissioner to solicit recommendations from the Alaska Fire Chiefs Association when reviewing candidates for the State Forester
· have a bachelor’s degree or higher in forest management, 3 years of field experience in forestry, and 8 years of professional work experience as a forester
	Introduced by Rep. Williams (Rep. James co-sponsor) and Sen. R. Taylor

§ 1 ch 113 SLA 1998
SCS CSHB 182 (RES)

	1999
	.116
	Region I riparian standards on private land:

· Established Type I-B, I-C, and I-D water bodies and riparian areas

· Require buffers and slope stability standards on Type I-B streams

· Established retention standards and require slope stability standards on Type I-C and I-D waters
	Initiated by BOF in response to concerns raised by ADF&G in their 1995 annual report to the Board.  Amendments developed through S&TC/IG process.  
§ 1-2 ch 3 SLA 1999

Introduced by Sen. Mackie with 6 Senate and 3 House co-sponsors

SB 12

	
	.950
	
	

	2003
	.081
	Civil immunity provisions adopted
	§12 ch 43 SLA 2003Developed by DOF/AGO and introduced at the request of Governor Murkowski 

CSHB 245(JUD) am S

	
	.116
	Region III riparian standards were revised:

· Defined Region II waterbody types (III-A, III-B, III-C) and established riparian areas

· Established buffers on Type III-A and III-B waters and required riparian management zone on Type III-C
	§§2-4 ch 123 SLA 2003

Initiated by BOF to meet intent of 1990 revisions to develop specific riparian standards for Regions III.   Amendments developed through S&TC/IG process.  Legislation introduced by Sen. Seekins w/9 co-sponsors

HCS SB 88(RES)

	
	.118
	
	

	
	.119
	
	

	
	.118
	§§(b) amended to say that riparian standards adopted in State Forest Management Plans may not exceed the standards in this section unless there is a compelling state interest.
	§10, 11-16 ch 153 SLA 2003

Introduced by Sen. R. Taylor (B. Stevens co-sponsor), and Rep. Lynn  
CS SB 149


	
	.200
	· Amended (a) to emphasize timber management along with multiple use; 
· Amended (a) to list nontimber uses to be considered and permitted in .230 rather than referencing the FLUP list of uses in 38.05.112 
· Amended (b) to direct DNR to review and revise State Forest management plans when necessary rather than every five years.  
· Repealed (d) to delete requirement to provide management plans/revisions to the legislature within 30 days or 10 days after start of the following session
	

	
	.210
	
	

	
	.220
	
	

	
	.230


	
	

	
	.400
	Amended (c) to delete reference to FLUP list of uses
	

	2003-EO
	.010
	E.O.  No. 107 moved the Habitat Division from ADF&G to DNR, and placed them under the authority of the DNR Deputy Commissioner.  This affected references to ADF&G, the ADF&G Commissioner, and ADF&G Title 16 authorities for fish passage and anadromous waters.   
	Executive Order – Governor Murkowski

	
	.041
	
	

	
	.045
	
	

	
	.047
	
	

	
	.055
	
	

	
	.070
	
	

	
	.081
	
	

	
	.085
	
	

	
	.087
	
	

	
	.090
	
	

	
	.098
	
	

	
	.110
	
	

	
	.115
	
	

	
	.116
	
	

	
	.118
	
	

	
	.120
	
	

	
	.900
	
	

	
	.910
	
	

	
	.950
	
	

	2004
	.955
	Added short title (“Forest Resources and Practices Act)
	§25 ch 99 SLA 2004

Revisor’s bill

CS HB 447 (JUD)

	2005
	.900
	The ACMP program was repealed and references to the program were deleted.
	§§7, 18 ch 31 SLA 2005

Introduced by Sen. Stevens w/4 cosponsors
HCS CSSB 102 (RES)

	
	
	Revisor updated the citation for ANCSA in .900(f)
	§48 ch 56 SLA 2005

Revisor’s bill

HCS CSSB 101 (JUD)

	2006
	.116
	Region II riparian standards were revised:

· Defined Region II waterbody types (II-A, II-B, II-C, II-D) and established riparian areas

· Established buffers on Type II-A , II-B, and II-C waters and required riparian management zone on Type II-D
	§§2-7 ch 65 SLA 2006

Initiated by BOF to meet intent of 1990 revisions to develop specific riparian standards for Regions II.   Amendments developed through S&TC/IG process.  Legislation introduced by Gov. Murkowski

 CS HB 420 (FSH)
§1 also contains legislative findings explaining why Region II standards are different from Regions I and III

	
	.118
	
	

	
	.119
	
	

	
	.950
	
	

	2008
	.400
	Boundaries of Tanana Valley State Forest amended to incorporate changes recommended in the TVSF management plan:

· 103,390 acres of commercial forest land added to TVSF
· 66,218 acres of non-commercial forest land deleted from TVSF

· 4,750 acres of non-commercial forest land added to adjacent Minto Flats State Game Refuge.
	§§1-3 ch 65 SLA 2008 Developed by DOF/AGO and introduced by Sen. Thomas

SB 229



	2008-EO
	.010
	E.O. No. 114 reversed the effect of the 2003 E.O. 107, returning the Habitat Division to ADF&G. 
	E.O. issued by Governor Palin

	
	.041
	
	

	
	.047
	
	

	
	.055
	
	

	
	.070
	
	

	
	.080
	
	

	
	.087
	
	

	
	.090
	
	

	
	.098
	
	

	
	.110
	
	

	
	.115
	
	

	
	.116
	
	

	
	.118
	
	

	
	.120
	
	

	
	.900
	
	

	
	.905
	
	

	
	.910
	
	

	
	.950
	
	

	2010
	.500
	Southeast State Forest established
	§1 ch 112 SLA 2010

Developed by DNR and introduced at the request of Gov. Parnell 
SCS HB 162 (RES)

	2011
	.500
	Southeast State Forest expanded
	§1-3 ch 31 SLA 2011 Developed by DNR and introduced at the request of Gov. Parnell - HB 105


