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• Introduced as an ornamental, 1860s   
• Naturalized in British Columbia by 1900   
• Interferes with re-establishment of conifer seedlings on harvested lands  
• Estimated to cost $40 million annually in Oregon alone, due to lost 

timber production and cost of control efforts 

Distribution of Scotch Broom 
 in Oregon 

Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) 





There are 29 known populations of 
scotch broom, most of them in and 
around Ketchikan. 



We visited seven sites… 
 
 
Unit  Location   GPS Coordinates 
NC-1013-1  Cache Creek Road  64⁰ 52’ 46.106N   146⁰ 43’ 52.115W 
NC-1131-1  Cache Creek Road  64⁰ 53’ 38.701N   148⁰ 16’ 54.177W 
NC-1206-1  Parks Ridge Road  64⁰ 39’ 39.632N   148⁰ 38’ 46.963W 
NC-1332-1  Parks Ridge Road  64⁰ 40’ 05.248N   148⁰ 37’ 33.879W 
NC-0975-1  Road on north side of  
  Harding Lake    64⁰ 26’ 08.982N   146⁰ 43’ 52.115W 
NC-0875-1  Standard Creek Road  64° 48' 04.649N   148° 15' 47.217W   
NC-1078-1  Standard Creek Road  64° 47' 16.454N   148° 19' 12.112W  



Invasiveness ranks 
from 1 - 100 



We found seven non-native species within the harvest units…. 
 
 
Common name  Latin name  Invasiveness ranking 
 
Foxtail barley  Hordeum jubatum   63 
Common dandelion  Taraxacum officinale   58 
Field bindweed  Convolvulus arvensis   56 
Yellow hawksbeard  Crepis tectorum   54 
Common plantain  Plantago major   44 
Lambsquarters   Chenopodium album   37 
Pineapple weed  Matricaria discoidea   32 

…none of which are likely to cause problems with forest regeneration 



Common name  Latin name   Invasiveness ranking 
 
White sweetclover  Melilotus albus   81 
Bird vetch  Vicia cracca   73 
 
 
 
…we found one clump of bird vetch on Parks Ridge Road and 19 distinct patches 
of it on Bonanza Creek Road 











Andy Nolen’s 2002 survey of bird 
vetch in Fairbanks area 

Nolen surveyed 107 miles 
of roadside and found 
vetch in 39% of the sites 
he sampled 

We surveyed the same 
107 miles of roadside 
and found vetch in 79% 
of the sites we sampled 
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